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Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coelr)

December 22, 2024
I Divine Service, Setting Four I+

Our Communion Practice
Immanuel Lutheran Church encourages confirmed members of Immanuel and of our sister
congregations in The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod to commune. Christians of other
denominations or church bodies are respectfully asked to honor our practice and not to commune.
Please see our statement "Our Belief and Confession" provided at the beginning of the Service of the
Sacrament. Guests desiring to commune with us today are asked to speak to the pastor before service.



Hymn of Invocation —LSB 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn  warn ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv’'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th—10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Invocation

Confession and Absolution

(P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation

(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

N BF

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

LSB 203

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins

LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution

LSB 203

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all

your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Introit

Kyrie

Service of the Word

Psalm 19:1, 4-6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a
=) ' 1

Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | of the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.

LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-19

15*The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
brothers —it is to him you shall listen — 6just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day
of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great
fire any more, lest I die.” 17And the LORD said to me, “They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth,
and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 2 And whoever will not listen to my words that he
shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual ‘ Psalm 145:18, 21
g ' 1

Epistle

The LORD is near to all who | call on him,*
to all who call on | him in truth.
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand; ¢do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 205
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Holy Gospel John 1:19-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

YThis is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
“Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 22And they
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he
answered, “No.” 250 they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?” 22He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.”

2(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if
you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water,
but among you stands one you do not know, 2even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I
am not worthy to untie.” ZThese things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

Sit

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day —LSB 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
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cap - tive Is - ra - el, That mourns in lone - ly
all things might - i - ly; To us the path of
tribes on Si - nai’s height In an - cient times didst
Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach wus in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow'’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry o’er the grave.
A Refrain
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Shall come to thee, (0) Is - ra - el
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 7 O come, Desire of nations, bind

And open wide our heav’'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain
Sermon
Stand
Prayer of the Church

P ..let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
Sit

Offering

In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, ¢. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Kln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

“One Among You” John 1:19-28



Service of the Sacrament

Our Communion Practice
Immanuel Lutheran Church encourages confirmed members of Immanuel and of our sister
congregations in The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod to commune. Christians of other
denominations or church bodies are respectfully asked to honor our practice and not to commune.
Please see our statement "Our Belief and Confession" provided at the beginning of the Service of the
Sacrament. Guests desiring to commune with us today are asked to speak to the pastor before service.

Stand
Preface LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
) Ttis truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the
kingdom of heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us
to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes

again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 210
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0) Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit

Distribution & Distribution Hymns
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LSB 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make vye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin- ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, As be -
o) . . . ‘ . .
[ A | T Il T | I Il T | T I |
[ <Y | P | | | | | | F2 '
| N £ <» W) | | &7 = | | «)
[NV | | “ 7 | | Il | b |
d I 1

’neath their sor - rows’ load.
more  will see or heed.
King - dom now is here.
fits His ho - ly reign.

Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
She hath suf- fered man-ya day,
(0] that warn - ing cry o - bey!
For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all  flesh shall
o) . ‘
e
F%Bﬂ = [&) I { [ = r ] d &) i |
sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the
see the to - ken That His
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

hills bow down to greet Him.
Word is nev - er bro - ken.
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LSB 343 Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!

4 His is no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands, bow down be - fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:
Au Refrain .
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Ho - san - na to the  Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375
Tune: Public domain
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LSB 933 My Soul Rejoices
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1 My soul re - joic - es, My spir - it voic - es— Sing the
2 His arm now bar - ing, His strength de - clar - ing— Sing the
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great - ness of the Lord! The proud He scat - ters, Their rule He
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fa - vor— Sing the  great - ness of the Lord! With praise and
shat-ters— Sing the  great - ness of the Lord! Op - pres-sion
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bless-ing, Join in con-fess - ing God, who is sole - ly Might-y and
halt - ed; The meek ex - alt - ed. Full are the hun - gry; Emp-ty, the
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ho - ly— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord! His mer-cy
wealth-y— O sing the  great - ness of God the Lord! Here is the
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sure - ly Shall rest se - cure - ly On all who fear Him,
to - ken All that was spo - ken To  A-br’ham’s off - spring
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Love and re - vere Him— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord!
God is ful - fill - ing— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, ¢. 1556-c. 1622

Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375
Tune: Public domain
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

LSB 211

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit

LSB 212
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Hymn to Depart—LSB 332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was  found with child, Yet re - mained a
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and
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here Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav’'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
king - ly hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 1o - ic course be - gan.
5  God the Father was His source, 7  From the manger newborn light
Back to God He ran His course. Shines in glory through the night.
Into hell His road went down, Darkness there no more resides;
Back then to His throne and crown. In this light faith now abides.
6  For You are the Father’s Son A8 Glory to the Father sing,

Who in flesh the vict'ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M.
Reynolds, 1812-76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st.
7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375
Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain
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