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Third Sunday in Advent (Gaudete)
December 15, 2024
I Divine Service, Setting Four I+

Our Communion Practice

Immanuel Lutheran Church encourages confirmed members of Immanuel and of our sister
congregations in The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod to commune. Christians of other
denominations or church bodies are respectfully asked to honor our practice and not to commune.
Please see our statement "Our Belief and Confession" provided at the beginning of the Service of the
Sacrament. Guests desiring to commune with us today are asked to speak to the pastor before service.



Hymn of Invocation —LSB 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
A5 All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - Kken,

way for God with - in, And let us all our

and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we

fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry

sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.

of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite

Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
Stand
Invocation

(P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation LSB 203

(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
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Absolution LSB 203

P

Stand

Introit

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5
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Rejoice in the Lord | always;*

again I will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*

The Lord | is at hand.

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;*

you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*

you covered | all their sin.

Will you not revive | us again,*

that your people may re- | joice in you?

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*

for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*

again I will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*

Kyrie

The Lord | is at hand.

LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)

P

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by
Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
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Sit

Old Testament Reading

Gradual

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your
God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for
our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made
low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5And the glory of the LORD shall be
revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

¢A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*
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Isaiah 40:1-11
and all its beauty is like the flower of the
field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand
forever.

9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with
young.

Psalm 80:1-2

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.*

Stir up your might and come to | save us!

Give ear, O Shepherd of | Israel,*

Epistle

you who lead Joseph | like a flock!

1 Corinthians 4:1-5

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.

2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small
thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. I am
not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me.
5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light
the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will
receive his commendation from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go
and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. °And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8$What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in
soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. “What then did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is written,

“’Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.”

HTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist.
Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I everlasting. Amen.

Sit

Hymn of the Day —LSB 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - 1y, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,”  we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand
Prayer of the Church
(P} ..letus pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

“Good News” Matthew 11:2-11
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Sit

Offering

Service of the Sacrament

Our Communion Practice

Stand
Preface

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

) Ttis truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

{h #—ﬁ 1 | [ — |
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Immanuel Lutheran Church encourages confirmed members of Immanuel and of our sister
congregations in The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod to commune. Christians of other

denominations or church bodies are respectfully asked to honor our practice and not to commune.
Please see our statement "Our Belief and Confession" provided at the beginning of the Service of the
Sacrament. Guests desiring to commune with us today are asked to speak to the pastor before service.

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

oJ
Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

[
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

LSB 208

LSB 208
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the
kingdom of heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us
to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes

again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;

You take the sin of e world a - way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0) Lord, we pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit
Distribution & Distribution Hymns
LSB 849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In - car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in  our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See - ing what our God has done; Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv - ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - ry land.

praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375
Tune: Public domain

LSB 210
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LSB 346 When All the World Was Cursed
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1 When all the world was cursed By
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Mo-ses’ con - dem-na -

tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
40 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con -so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - 1li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he
He tes-ti - fied of Him Of

Who for our peace and joy Will  full

pro - claimed.
whom the proph - ets told:
a - tone-ment  win.

Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375
Tune: Public domain

LSB 682 God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons
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1 God of the  proph - ets, bless the proph-ets’ sons;
2 A - noint them proph - ets, men who are in - tent
3 A - noint them priests, strong in - ter - ces - sors they,
4 A - noint them kings, yes, king - ly kings, O  Lord.
5 Make them a - pos - tles, her - alds of Your cross;
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E - li - jah’s man - tle oer E - 1li - sha cast
To be Your wit - ness - es in word and deed,

For par - don and for love and hope and peace,

A - noint them with the Spir - it of Your Son.

Forth let them go to tell the world of grace.
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Each age its sol - emn task may claim but once;
Their hearts a - flame, their lips made el - o - quent,
That, through their plead - ing, guilt - y sin - ners may
Theirs not a jew - eled crown, a blood-stained sword;
In - spired by You, may they count all but  loss
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Make each one no - bler, strong - er than the last.
Their eyes a - wake to ev - ry hu - man need.
Find Je - sus" mer-cy and from sin re - lease.
Theirs, by sweet love, for Christ a king - dom won.
And stand at last with joy Dbe - fore Your face.

Text: Denis Wortman, 1835-1922, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David,
1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Spir - it, For - ev - er Three in One;
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your

now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

LSB 211

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit

LSB 212
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Hymn to Depart—LSB 349 Hark the Glad Sound
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, In Sa
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, The bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore
soul to cure, And with the trea sures of
shall pro - claim, And heav’n’s e - ter nal arch
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throne And ev - Iy voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 170251
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text and tune: Public domain
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