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Our Communion Practice 

Immanuel Lutheran Church encourages confirmed members of Immanuel and of our sister 
congregations in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to commune. Christians of other 
denominations or church bodies are respectfully asked to honor our practice and not to commune. 
Please see our statement "Our Belief and Confession" provided at the beginning of the Service of the 
Sacrament. Guests desiring to commune with us today are asked to speak to the pastor before service. 
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Public Recognition of Holy Baptism — Lydia Elizabeth Christian 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

The pastor addresses the sponsors. 
 

Address to Sponsors 
P Beloved in the Lord, from ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing 

sponsors for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors 
are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They 
are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, 
and encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be 
examples to them of the holy life of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

  
P Is it your intention to serve Lydia as sponsors in the Christian faith? If so, then answer: Yes, with 

the help of God. 
R Yes, with the help of God. 
  
P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill what 

we are unable to do. 
C Amen. 

 
Reading for Holy Baptism 

P Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” The Word of God also teaches that we are all 
conceived and born sinful and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. 
The apostle Peter has declared, “Baptism now saves you,” and this promise of salvation is “for you 
and your children.” In Baptism God puts His name on us with the water and His Word so that 
there may be no doubt that we are surely His by all that Christ has won for us through His saving 
death and resurrection. 

 
Baptismal Witness 

P On September 26, 2024, Lydia Elizabeth was baptized with water in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, according to Christ’s institution and promise. This Baptism was 
administered at Memorial Hospital of Carbondale by me, the Reverend Matthew Christian. 

 
 The Baptism was witnessed by the Reverend Gunnar Campbell and Moriah Christian. Do you 

attest that this Baptism was administered as has been reported? Then answer: Yes, we do. 
R Yes, we do. 
 

The pastor may place his hands on the head of the person whose Baptism is being recognized while saying: 
 

Blessing of the Newly Baptized 
P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T 
everlasting. 

C Amen. 
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The pastor may place a white garment on the person while saying: 

 
Presentation of the White Garment 

P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear before the judgment seat of 
Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

 
The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the person while saying: 

 
Presentation of the Baptismal Candle 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of the world. 
Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him 
with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have 
no end. 

 
The Welcome 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an 
heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
receive you in Jesus’ name as our sister in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive 
His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
 

Stand 
 

Collect for Holy Baptism 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously 
preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Lydia the new birth in Holy Baptism and 
made her a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. 
We humbly implore You that, as she has now become Your child, You would keep her in her 
baptismal grace, that according to Your good pleasure she may faithfully grow to lead a godly life 
to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised 
inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving for the gift of a child 
P Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin Mary. We thank 

You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us remember that we are all Your children 
and so love and nurture her that she may attain to the full stature intended for her in Your eternal 
kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The Peace 
P Peace T be with you. 
C Amen. 
 

All return to their places and are seated. 
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Hymn of Invocation— LSB 594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375 
Tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 78:1–3, 4b; antiphon: Psalm 35:3b; 34:17a, 6b; 48:14a 

 
Say to my soul, “I am your sal- | vation!”* 
 When the righteous cry for help, the  | LORD hears. 
[The Lord] saved him out of all his  | troubles;* 
 this is God, our God forever and  | ever. 
Give ear, O my people, to my  | teaching;* 
 incline your ears to the words  | of my mouth! 
I will open my mouth in a  | parable;* 
 I will utter dark sayings  | from of old, 
things that we have  | heard and known,* 
 that our fathers have  | told us. 
We will tell the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD,  | and his might,* 
 and the wonders that  | he has done. 
Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 
Say to my soul, “I am your sal- | vation!”* 
 When the righteous cry for help, the  | LORD hears. 
[The Lord] saved him out of all his  | troubles;* 
 this is God, our God forever and  | ever. 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  
P Almighty and merciful God, of Your bountiful goodness keep from us all things that may hurt us 

that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish whatever You would have 
us do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 28:10–17 
 10Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11And he came to a certain place and stayed there that 
night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay 
down in that place to sleep. 12And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 
13And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and 
the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14Your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the 
north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
15Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I 
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and 
said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17And he was afraid and said, “How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 141:1–2 

 
O LORD, I call upon you; hasten  | to me!* 
 Give ear to my voice when I  | call to you! 
Let my prayer be counted as incense be- | fore you,* 
 and the lifting up of my hands as the evening  | sacrifice! 
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Epistle Ephesians 4:22–28 
 22Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful 
desires, 23and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24and to put on the new self, created after the 
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 
 25Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we 
are members one of another. 26Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and 
give no opportunity to the devil. 28Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest 
work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 
Alleluia 

 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 9:1–8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 
  

 
 
 1Getting into a boat [Jesus] crossed over and came to his own city. 2And behold, some people brought 
to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, 
my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is 
blaspheming.” 4But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5For 
which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up 
your bed and go home.” 7And he rose and went home. 8When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and 
they glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Hymn of the Day—LSB 708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon “Take Heart” Matthew 9:1–8 
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Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
 
Offering 

 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 

P ...let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Our Belief and Confession 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he 
says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and 
to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our 
Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 
and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. 
  
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak 
with the pastor. If you are not communing this day but wish to receive a blessing, please cross your 
arms over your chest at the railing. 
  
       For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
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Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 
LSB 596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 

 

 

 

 
 
5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 
It gives the power to uplift 
    In all that you endeavor. 
When nothing else revives your soul, 
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 
    And then in death completes you. 

 
6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 
As faithful Christians, live and do 
    Within your own vocation, 
Until that day when you possess 
His glorious robe of righteousness 
    Bestowed on you forever! 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375 
Tune: Public domain 
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LSB 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375 
Tune: Public domain 
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LSB 556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
 
5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 
Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 
    And bring to all salvation. 
From sin and sorrow set them free; 
Slay bitter death for them that they 
    May live with You forever.” 

 
6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 
    He came to be my brother. 
His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 
    To lead the devil captive. 

 
7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 
Your ransom I Myself will be; 
    For you I strive and wrestle. 
For I am yours, and you are Mine, 
And where I am you may remain; 
    The foe shall not divide us. 

 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, 
    Me of My life bereaving, 
All this I suffer for your good; 
    Be steadfast and believing. 
Life will from death the vict’ry win; 
My innocence shall bear your sin, 
    And you are blest forever. 

 
9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 
    The Holy Spirit sending; 
In trouble He will comfort you 
And teach you always to be true 
    And into truth shall guide you. 

 
10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 
    And honored in your preaching. 
But watch lest foes with base alloy 
The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 
    This final word I leave you.” 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Sit 
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Hymn to Depart— LSB 726 Evening and Morning 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–2): tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt.; (sts. 3–4): tr. Hermann H. M. Brueckner, 1866–1942, alt. 
Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–76 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3–4): © 1930 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375 
Tune: Public domain 
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